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LAND AT HARBOUR DRIVE: PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY

Appendices 2 and 3 of the Cabinet Report are not for publication as they contain exempt 
information of the description contained in paragraph 14 of Part 4 and paragraph 21 of 
Part 5 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. It is viewed that, in all the 
circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the information.

Purpose of the Report

1. To give Members background information to aid the scrutiny of the draft report to 

Cabinet regarding the acquisition of land at Harbour Drive, Cardiff Bay, which is 

due to be considered by Cabinet at their meeting on 15 November 2018. 

2. Members should note that Appendices 2 and 3 of the Cabinet report are exempt 

from publication. Members are requested to keep this information confidential, in 

line with their responsibilities as set out in the Members Code of Conduct and the 

Cardiff Undertaking for Councillors. 

Scope of Scrutiny

3. At their meeting on 15 November 2018, the Cabinet will consider a report that 

outlines a proposal to acquire land at Harbour Drive, Cardiff Bay, in order to 

leverage investment in the area.

4. During this scrutiny, Members have the opportunity to explore:

i) The proposal to acquire land at Harbour Drive;

ii) Whether there are any risks to the Council;

iii) The timeline and next steps in this acquisition;

iv) The recommendations to Cabinet.



Structure of the meeting
5. The Chair will move that this item be considered in two parts: an open session, 

where Members will be able to ask questions on the issues and papers that are in 

the public domain; and a closed session, where members of the public will be 

excluded, where Members can ask questions relating to Appendices 2 and 3.

6. Members will hear from Councillor Russell Goodway (Cabinet Member – 

Investment and Development) and Neil Hanratty (Director of Economic 

Development). There will be a presentation taking Members through the 

proposals and recommendations to Cabinet, followed by Members questions.

7. Members will then be able to decide what comments, observations or 

recommendations they wish to pass on to the Cabinet for their consideration prior 

to making their decisions. 

Background

8. Harbour Drive is in Cardiff Bay, running through Britannia Park and Waterfront 

Park, behind the Norwegian Church Arts Centre.



9. The report to Cabinet seeks Cabinet authority to acquire a strategic site at 

Harbour Drive in order to protect the Bay edge for leisure use and to provide 

opportunities for appropriate investment to enhance further the amenity of Cardiff 

Bay. 

Way Forward

10.Councillor Russell Goodway (Cabinet Member – Investment and Development) 

will be invited to make a statement. Neil Hanratty (Director of Economic 

Development) will attend to give a presentation and answer Members’ questions 

on the proposals for land at Harbour Drive. 

11.All Members are reminded of the need to maintain confidentiality with regard to 

the information provided in Appendices 2 and 3. Members will be invited to 

agree the meeting go into closed session to enable discussion of this information.

Legal Implications

12.The Scrutiny Committee is empowered to enquire, consider, review and 

recommend but not to make policy decisions. As the recommendations in this 

report are to consider and review matters, there are no direct legal implications. 

However, legal implications may arise if and when the matters under review are 

implemented with or without any modifications. Any report with recommendations 

for decision that goes to Cabinet/Council will set out any legal implications arising 

from those recommendations. All decisions taken by or on behalf of the Council 

must (a) be within the legal powers of the Council; (b) comply with any procedural 

requirement imposed by law; (c) be within the powers of the body or person 

exercising powers on behalf of the Council; (d) be undertaken in accordance with 

the procedural requirements imposed by the Council e.g. Scrutiny Procedure 

Rules; (e) be fully and properly informed; (f) be properly motivated; (g) be taken 

having regard to the Council's fiduciary duty to its taxpayers; and (h) be 

reasonable and proper in all the circumstances.



Financial Implications

13.The Scrutiny Committee is empowered to enquire, consider, review and 

recommend but not to make policy decisions. As the recommendations in this 

report are to consider and review matters, there are no direct financial 

implications at this stage in relation to any of the work programme. However, 

financial implications may arise if and when the matters under review are 

implemented with or without any modifications. Any report with recommendations 

for decision that goes to Cabinet/Council will set out any financial implications 

arising from those recommendations.

RECOMMENDATION

The Committee is recommended to:

i) Consider the information in this report and the information presented at the 

meeting;

ii) Determine whether they would like to make any comments, observations or 

recommendations to the Cabinet on this matter in time for its meeting on 15 

November 2018; and

iii) Decide the way forward for any future scrutiny of the issues discussed.

DAVINA FIORE
Director of Governance & Legal Services
2 November 2018


